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CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 

MISSOURI 

 

REGULAR MEETING, June 2, 2014 

 
A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Richmond Heights, Missouri 
was held on Monday, June 2, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. in the City Hall Council Chambers, at 
1330 S. Big Bend Boulevard.  Present were Mayor James J. Beck, Council Members 
Megan Moylan, Rick Vilcek, Dan Sebben, Matt Casey, Ed Notter, Reginald Finney, 
and Camille Greenwald.  Rob Jacknewitz was necessarily absent. Also present were 
Amy Hamilton, City Manager, and Ken Heinz, City Attorney. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

Bill No. 5396 

FY 2014-2015 City Budget 

 

At 7:30 p.m., Mayor Beck called a Public Hearing to order to allow comment on the 
City's proposed Fiscal Year Budget for 2014-2015.  All Council members were 
present with the exception of Rob Jacknewitz who was necessarily absent. 
 
City Manager Amy Hamilton gave an overview presentation of the proposed Fiscal 
Year Budget for the City for 2014-2015. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated that all the major funds were in balance.  Ms. Hamilton stated 
the General Fund is projected that expenses will be over $800,000 higher than 
projected revenues, but overage will be paid out of reserves, leaving a fund balance of 
about 43% by June 30, 2015. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated revenues were down slightly over last year, approximately 3%, 
perhaps due to the harsh winter, internet sales which do not generate local sales tax, 
and some of the new retail centers that have come in to the western region may have 
also affected revenue income.   
 
Ms. Hamilton stated that Staff predicts revenue will be consistent with this past year 
with a slight growth to the new retail centers that are currently being built on Hanley 
Road. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated there was a small revenue loss this year due to the red light 
camera issues in the court systems.  Ms. Hamilton noted the Parks and Recreation 
revenue are higher than expected. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated that some of the expenses that continue to outpace and compete 
with the level of revenues are salaries, medical insurance premiums, and others such 
as property liability and workman’s compensation. 
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Ms. Hamilton stated assessed valuation have decreased slightly every reassessment 
year since the peak year of 2007, but are hopeful that in 2015 we will see a slight 
increase as residential and commercial values progress.  Ms. Hamilton stated real 
estate and personal property tax revenue have been relatively consistent, however. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated the City’s budget was dependent on sales tax revenue and the 
sales tax revenues now are stable and with phasing of construction of new businesses 
coming on line we should see an increase of sales tax revenue in the future. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated the minimum fund reserve is 25% with the City’s goal to be at 
33%.  Ms. Hamilton stated the fund balance at the end of the 2014-2015 balance will 
be 43%.  Ms. Hamilton noted the Parks & Recreation are above the minimum and the 
Capital Improvement Fund is somewhat skewed as there will be so many large 
purchases coming up. That would include the Wise Avenue project and the public 
works facility. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated the City has included in the budget a 3% merit increase for 
employees. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated we are slightly spending into reserves which were wisely built 
up in anticipation of the I-64 closures a few years ago to prepare for any possible 
complications. Ms. Hamilton stated there was no real need to keep these reserves at 
60-70%, so the spending down of these reserves is warranted. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated this balanced budget allows for the continuation of quality 
municipal services such as residential trash removal and recycling, leaf-pick up, 
roadway and sidewalk maintenance, recreational programming and public safety 
services.  Ms. Hamilton stated the CTS utility savings project will be assessed after a 
full year of tracking and it is hoped this will show savings to the City, the target being 
around $60,000. 
 
Ms. Hamilton asked if there were any questions. 
 
Mr. Notter asked what the IT expense of $100,000 included. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated it included IT equipment and also included some maintenance 
from professionals to see our system is up to date. 
 
At approximately 7:50 p.m., with no further questions from the audience or Council, 
Mayor Beck declared the public hearing on the FY 2014-2015 Budget, closed. 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
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At approximately 7:51 p.m., Mayor Beck called the Regular Meeting of June 2, 2014 
to order.  All council members were present with the exception of Rob Jacknewitz, 
who was necessarily absent. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Mayor Beck stated the Richmond Heights Police Department is in the process of 
applying for re-accreditation for CALEA status and as part of the assessment process, 
will hold a Public Hearing on June 9 at The Heights at 7:00 p.m. and everyone is 
invited to attend. 
 
Mayor Beck offered congratulations to Fire Department Members as they were 
honored with the Clinical Service Award at St. Mary’s Health Center for their part in 
saving the lives of two Richmond Heights’ residents when they suffered sudden 
cardiac arrest in March. 
 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 1 

 

Janet Dobbs-7147 Wise Avenue-thanked the Mayor, City Manager and council 
members for walking along Wise Avenue and listening again to their concerns.  Ms. 
Dobbs asked if there has been any movement since the walk and if any changes have 
been made. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated the plans are still being worked on the Wise Avenue project. 
 
Mayor Beck said there was a MSD meeting at 7:00 p.m. at The Heights on Tuesday, 
June 10 to discuss their upcoming sewer work project on various streets in Richmond 
Heights, but not necessarily only Wise Avenue. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated there were still individual property owners who were being 
contacted regarding the street project, but noted MSD would be starting their work 
very soon. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated there will be a Wise Avenue pre-construction meeting and after 
the final design is done, people will be able to view it.  Ms. Hamilton stated the city 
could send a letter to everyone on the street and also use email to let them know when 
final plans are ready for viewing. 
 
Ms. Dobbs asked if any of the issues you took pictures of on the walk were being 
incorporated and how would she find out about that before the final plans were done. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated everything was being reviewed and the City would try to 
incorporate what could be done; some things can be done, others cannot. Ms. 
Hamilton stated that when the final plans were completed, they would be available for 
viewing and the plans would be considered final. Ms. Hamilton estimated that it 
would be a couple of weeks yet. 
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Ms. Hamilton stated as the process moves forward,  the plans will have to be finished 
at some point so that contractors can view them and bid on the project.  A contractor 
will be selected and then there will be a pre-construction meeting where you will 
meet the contractor.  The contractor will then walk the site and then the contractor can 
see some project specifics to a certain property and at that point the contractor may 
see issues that they feel worthwhile to address in the field. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated there will be no redesign to the project but minor modifications 
may possibly be considered when the contractor is actually in the field. 
 
JoAnn Bailey-Arthur Bailey-1513 Banneker Avenue-addressed the Council 
regarding the fence issue behind their property and their contact with an employee 
from the Wagner project.  Ms. Bailey stated the initial offer, probably in May, which 
was offered by Kevin, an employee of Wagner’s, was that Wagner would put up a 
cyclone fence across their property, but offered the Baileys an option to pay the 
difference in cost of another type fence if they desired. 
 
Ms. Bailey stated they were interested in that offer.  Ms. Bailey stated that offer was 
since withdrawn.  Mr. & Mrs. Bailey stated they wanted help in getting this offer 
restored and a fence installed to restore their privacy.  Mr. & Mrs. Bailey also 
complained of rocks, debris and the need for sodding in the area behind them adjacent 
to the new project.  Ms. Bailey stated their outbuilding shed has been damaged with 
some of their project’s work material and needs repainting. 
 
Mr. Bailey stated they were concerned about the trespassing of individuals from 
Hanley using their yard as a cut-through. 
 
Mayor Beck stated he would have to look further into it. 
 
Bill Quick-7457 Wise Avenue-thanked the Mayor and Council members who 
walked through their neighborhood recently.  Mr. Quick asked that the council 
members that actually represent their District please find the time to do so as well. 
 
Mr. Quick spoke to the Council on the merits of having an on-staff full-time 
professional civic engineer for the City. (City Clerk:  Notes from Mr. Quick’s 
comments attached to these minutes) 
 
Sarah Dashner-7151 Wise Avenue-thanked the Council and Mayor for walking 
their neighborhood.  Ms. Dashner said she thought the concerns were replayed to 
those walking the neighborhood and Ms. Dashner stated there were still concerns in 
the neighborhood; particularly the widening of the street and thought there would be 
more lost than gained if the project design was kept as is. 
 
Diane Lee-7457 Wise Avenue-stated she thought it was a big help for the Mayor and 
Council to come to the neighborhood to hear the concerns in person on the street.  
Ms. Lee stated she is still concerned about the crown of the street as proposed and its 
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effects during a downpour rain on some of the low lying residences on Wise such as 
herself and the Petersons and others.  Ms. Lee stated she felt Weis Design had not 
addressed those issues regarding water runoff.  Ms. Lee repeated her concerns about 
trees, elevation, and sidewalk placement and felt the design is poorly implemented.  
In her opinion, Wise Avenue will have to pay a price if the project stands as designed. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Regular Meeting 

May 19, 2014 

 

Mr. Vilcek moved, Mr. Finney seconded, a motion for the approval of the minutes of 
the Regular Meeting of May 19, 2014.  Carried unanimously. 
 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

Annual Liquor License Renewal Approval 

 

Ms. Hamilton asked the Council if they wished to approve the requests for the annual 
liquor license renewals.  Mr. Vilcek moved, Mr. Casey seconded, a motion of 
approval of the annual liquor license renewals. Carried unanimously. 
 

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

None. 

 

BILLS PREVIOUSLY INTRODUCED 

 

Bill No. 5395; second reading 

Approves Final Plat for Lot Consolidation of part of Elinor 

Place, and Rannell’s Home Farm of the City 

of Richmond Heights, MO, to allow two tracts of 

land to become new Lot A and New Lot B at  

7997 Elinor Avenue and 7919 Jones Avenue to 

fulfill approved Site Plan for Richmond Heights 

Public Works Facility and Public Works Storage Yard. 

 

Ms. Greenwald moved, Mr. Vilcek seconded, a motion for the second reading of Bill 
No. 5395.  Carried unanimously.  Bill No. 5395 was presented and read. 
 
AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE FINAL PLAT FOR LOT 
CONSOLIDATION, THEREBY COMBINING SEVERAL LOTS OF 
CONTIGUOUS PROPERTY AS DESCRIBED HEREIN, ALL PART OF ELINOR 
PLACE AND RANNELL’S HOME FARM, SUBDIVISIONS IN THE CITY OF 
RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI, TO ALLOW TWO TRACTS OF LAND TO 
BECOME NEW “LOT A” AND NEW “LOT B” AT 7997 ELINOR AVENUE AND 
7919 JONES AVENUE RESPECTIVELY TO FULFILL APPROVED SITE PLAN 
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FOR THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS PUBLIC WORKS FACILITY AND 
PUBLIC WORKS STORAGE YARD. 
 
Mayor Beck asked for a vote of approval of Bill No. 5395. AYES:  Ms. Greenwald, 
Mr. Vilcek, Mr. Finney, Ms. Moylan, Mr. Notter, Mr. Casey, Mr. Sebben, and Mayor 
Beck.   NAYS:  None. 
 
Mayor Beck declared Bill No. 5395, approved. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW BILLS 

 

Bill No. 5396; first reading 

Adopts proposed budget for Fiscal year 2014-2015 

 

Mr. Vilcek moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion for the first reading of Bill 
No. 5396.  Carried unanimously.  Bill No. 5396 was presented and read. 
 
AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A BUDGET OF ANTICIPATED CASH REVENUE 
AND CASH DISBURSEMENTS FOR THE GENERAL FUND, FIRE AND 
EMERGENCY SERVICES FUND, RECREATION/STORMWATER FUND, 
PARC-MAPLEWOOD POOL FUND, POLICE DEPARTMENT POLICE & 
COMMUNITY TOGETHER/PACT FUND, POLICE DEPARTMENT FEDERAL 
FORFEITURE FUND, COURT COSTS TRAINING FUND, CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENT FUND, REVOLVING EQUIPMENT REPLACEMENT FUNDS, 
PROJECT FINANCING FUNDS, SPECIAL OBLIGATION & BUILD AMERICA 
SPECIAL OBLIGATION BONDS FUND, CTS PROJECT FUND, TAX 
INCREMENT FINANCING FUNDS, LATERAL SEWER REPAIR FUND, AND 
MANHASSETT VILLAGE NEIGHBORHOOD IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 
(NID) FUND OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI FOR THE 
FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2015; APPROPRIATING THE AMOUNTS 
SET OUT FOR EACH ITEM OF GENERAL OPERATIONS, PROVIDING FOR 
THE PLANNING OF CAPITAL EXPENDITURES AND MAJOR PROJECTS, 
AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES 
INCONSISTENT OR IN CONFLICT HEREWITH.  
 
Bill No. 5396 was laid over to the next meeting. 
 
Bill No. 5397; first reading 

Authorizes the Mayor to execute the Municipal Housing 

and Community Development Cooperation Agreement 

of 2015-2017 with St. Louis County. 

 

Mr. Vilcek moved, Mr. Casey seconded, a motion for the first reading of Bill No. 
5397.  Carried unanimously.  Bill No. 5397 was presented and read. 
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AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 
MISSOURI, AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE MUNICIPAL 
HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION 
AGREEMENT OF 2015-2017 AND SUPPLEMENTAL AGREEMENTS THERETO 
WITH ST. LOUIS COUNTY WITH REGARD TO THE HOUSING AND 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 1974 AS AMENDED. 
 
Bill No. 5397 was laid over to the next meeting. 
 

Bill No. 5398; first reading 

Approves Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement 

for providing temporary confinement of prisoners 

Services between the Cities of Brentwood and Richmond Heights. 

 

Mr. Vilcek moved, Mr. Casey seconded, a motion for the first reading of Bill No. 
5398.  Carried unanimously. Bill No. 5398 was presented and read. 
 
AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AN INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION 
AGREEMENT FOR PROVIDING TEMPORARY CONFINEMENT OF 
PRISONERS SERVICES BETWEEN THE CITIES OF BRENTWOOD AND 
RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI. 
 
Bill No. 5398 was laid over to the next meeting. 
 

RESOLUTIONS 

None. 

 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 2 

 

Diane Saleska-7441 Wise Avenue-had questions regarding EMS transportation 
charges her family received due to an emergency sick call at her home with a hospital 
transfer which she thought were abnormally high.  Ms. Saleska thought her taxes paid 
for the EMS services that were not covered.  Ms. Saleska stated that she also was 
transported to the hospital and she was not billed for any charges. 
 
Mayor Beck stated the charge is typically sent to the insurance company. 
 
Fire Chief Kerry Hogan stated charges are not normally high but would look up the 
information. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated residents and non-residents are billed for these emergency 
services and charges reflect whether the calls required basic or advanced services.  
Ms. Hamilton stated the charges are usually paid by the receiver’s health insurance. 
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Ms. Hamilton stated that Staff would look up the billings for this call and advise her 
findings.  Ms. Hamilton explained that it all depended on the services provided while 
you are in transport.  Fire services are not charged unless it is a false alarm. 
 
Mary Peterson-7453 Wise Avenue-thanked those who had walked on Wise Avenue 
recently to get a better understanding of residents’ individual concerns.  Ms. Peterson 
still has concerns regarding the Arons’ stairway and other issues.  Ms. Peterson looks 
forward to continue to get information and hear more about what changes will be 
made and what cannot be made.   
 

Closed Session 

 
At approximately 8:35 p.m., Mr. Casey moved, Ms. Moylan seconded, a motion to 
hold a closed meeting with closed record and closed voting pursuant to Subsections 
(1), (2), and (12) of Section 610.021, RSMo., 2010, in order to discuss legal actions, 
causes of legal action or litigation involving a public governmental body, and any 
confidential or privileged communications between a public governmental body or its 
representatives and its attorneys and leasing purchase or sale of real estate by a public 
governmental body where public knowledge of the transaction might adversely affect 
the legal consideration therefore, and documents related to a negotiated contract. 
AYES: Mr. Finney, Mr. Vilcek, Ms. Greenwald, Mr. Sebben, Ms. Moylan, Mr. 
Notter, Mr. Casey and Mayor Beck. NAYS:  None. Mayor Beck declared the Council 
would meet in closed session. 
 
At approximately 10:17 p.m., Council returned to open session. 
 
With no further business to come before the meeting, at approximately 10:18 p.m., 
Ms. Greenwald moved, Mr. Vilcek seconded, a motion to adjourn.  Carried 
unanimously. 
 
Mayor Beck declared the meeting, adjourned. 

 
 
 
 

___________________________ 
       PATRICIA S. VILLMER 
       DEPUTY CITY CLERK 
 
 
 
APPROVAL: 
 
________________________ 
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Comments by Bill Quick -7457 Wise Ave. 6/2/14 
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 End 


